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Enter the city of Hart's Hope in the realm of Burland, ruled by gods both powerful and indifferent,

riddled with sorcery and revenge. The city was captured by a rebellious lord, Palicrovol, who

overthrew the cruel king, Nasilee, hated by his people. And Palicrovol, too, was cruel, as befitted a

king. He took the mantle of kinghood by forcing Asineth, now queen by her father's death, to marry

him, raping her to consummate the marriage. But by letting her live after her humiliation, he proved

he was not cruel enough to rule. She lived to bear a daughter, to return from exile, and to retake the

throne of Hart's Hope. Then she, in turn, sent Palicrovol into exile to breed a son who would, in the

name of the gods, take back the kingdom from its cruel queen.
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Orson Scott Card, a New York Times bestselling author, has won several Hugo and Nebula awards

for his works of speculative fiction.

I have read most of Card's books, but strangely enough, I had never read this one. I found this in

audio book form and decided to give it a try.First I'll comment on the audio book. The reader was

Stefan Rudnicki and he did an excellent job with the characterizations. It was obvious who was

speaking and the voice fit the characters well. I liked especially how he portrayed the queen as is

dripped with evil and sarcasm. The sound quality was excellent and it was easy to understand

everything.The story itself fits squarely in the fantasy genre. The world he creates is interesting and



the story line grabbed my attention. Be warned that this is a brutal and graphic book, more so than I

expected from Card. Overall I enjoyed the book and would recommend it to readers of fantasy. I

would not consider it a kids book though.
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